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. WHERZ THE EDITOR, INEVITABLY, RAMBLES ON AND ON AND ON AND OR AND ON 00 ©

I ves golng to use this apa~e for a very formally phrascd editorisl
Tek. I was pclag to aditorialize in the grand menner. Foo. I mach prefor
the informel approach.

You know, slmost every fened ias his own pubiisher. IHe takss care of
the subseriptiocas, rungs off the lesues, assembles them, etc., yat fan pubb-
fang as gucsh is i1itdle thought of and hardly ever discussed. I wonder why.

«hen a fan publishea & fanzine, gnd testas its merits in ths subzipe
fisld, he gutomatically assumes certain obliggtory responsibilities. He
{whether he 1likes §t or not) is obliged to shoulder obligations to thoss
poor sonls who send in amcney.

Leave us facs it: a sabacriptioo is a mixed blessing. For a sud irom
a frpn meane that the fened has to keep to his ennounced schedule of pubbing;
he must preseent legible materisl; he must kesp records, end if he stops
rublishicg the gine, he must rafund the monies act used to the reader

There is no resson in the world why this ghouldn't bs well known ko
&1l fans, acd acted upon by all fanede. But, alas, it isn'c. Toc many eds
blend editing with reeponsible publishing: they confusge sdivorial license
end individuelity with publishing. They carry over the iderlistic "To Hell
uith The Readers" edltorial policy into their publishing rolos. 4 sad
thing. They sucosad in giving themselves and fau-publishicg a bad nams.

I'u inclined to feol that if a far cannot virtuzlly guarantee to him-
self in the most soul searching iatrospection that he will honor his pul-
lizhling obligations; and can come out monthly, bi-mouthly, quarterly, or
whatever hia schedule might be, that he hg3 no businsss sssuaing the bur-
don; he certainly hae no business accepting long term aubs to a favsins ke
probably scriously hasn't thought of running beyond s nebulous asd incon-
selvebls Live or six issves.

Many fsns, with abaclutely NO experlence, leap into publishing siuply
bacause they heppen to have access to a mimao, ditto, stc. fThey den't have
any real idea how much work and money goss into such 2 grejsct, but they
are hot to cash ip on the egoboo, and fanzine oditing scems ot the time to
be the goldea road. So right away they start a cubzine, meke glowing promis-
soe in ads vhroughout fandom, sequirs materisl from trustlag fan-welters,
and then beggle at the tremendous WORK javolved. Two issues and they fold
the dewnea thing, Gafis for e while, and then asometimes, if their powere of
self-delusion end rationalization are greyt enouph, venture forth once sgein
into en abortive sttempt at fan-pubbing. (And if the shoe fits, damnit.
waar it!)

I zuppose all this angry caunnonading of mine could come undsr the
hoading of "4 Roview of Fublishing Ethics”, or scme such title. It doesn't
matter, reslly. I've said my sey now, none too well I'1l admit, but with
coneidsrablo asperity.

-..nnd in cenclusion .." wny I say to you oudding snd blooming fan-
eds who are rushing in%o print with your very own zine, the heady aroma of
fame &nd epoboeo sheortiag out your common sonse, YON!'T. Don't until you know
the score. Don't until you've hed things published. Don't, if you must
publish, accoept subs of wore than three issues. In short, DON'T. 4




As Redd Boggs recantly pointed out in "File 13" the law of dimini-
shing returns bscame evident in the use of columns in fanzines some time
ag0. <o write an inmteresting column, one must have something to write
abeut. Hewever, for some reason a fiction has been cireculated that e
celumn is just & lot of words about nothing in perticular. As a result
the mest frequent subject for discussion in columns hes become 'How I
mepege to write a column without seying anythiog.'

Por some odd reason this has mever been spectacularly sucoess€ul
as & vopic for columniziaogs; why this is the case I'11l leave to The sescin-
lozists smong usa.

Vie toep coming back to the basic premise that a column must be a-
vent something; (This applies even more strongly to articles, but ws're
discussing solumns right now.) if one is named Lee Hoffiean, perhaps that
sorething can be the trivia of one's dally life. But very few of us are
coned Lee Hoffman. JIn fect, if ths truth is known, not even lee Hoffman
ig nemod Lee Hoffman. Apperently this is a cognomen borne only by char-
scters in Wilson Tucker stories, and they are seldom svailable &s columa-
iats.

Quite a fe7 columnists try the trivia routine, but this dlary, or
‘delving into my subconscious’ style usually results in the readsr beshow-
ing pity on the wrirer for leading such a dull life or being such & dull
persen. Which 1s only natural.... Who elete find thelr way into fandom?

Personally, I'7e been lucky in having very definite opirions on just
about every subject under the sun, and a willlngness, nay esagerness, Yo
spread thom through the nearest collectiorn of blotchy mimnsography. Ths
results may not be literary but they usually say something, ao matter
how uopopular they malke me in the procass.

But i'vs found that even the McCain fund of dogmesis: is not bothom-
less. Maybe I heve opiniong on every subject mpt tc coms befors fandoem,
but these topics ars limited, end I've alresdy expressad my opiniors on
ros’ of them in previous articles or celumns,

In the past I've had the edvantage of irreguler publishing from the
sditors who accepted my columns. This wey my cslunas were always oix
mouthe “c & year out of dets when they appsared, and by the tims I hed %o
supply something else I had a fresa subject on which to vent my projudices

Thet was before I tied up with this Geis charmctsr. He is eo dgunr-
bly prompt snd regnlar with publication that the unheard of has hoppened;
he's putticg out a monthly fanzins which appears evary month! HNew...PSY
is one of my fevorite zines and as a reazdsr I have the greatest app-ecia-~
tion of this service; but as & contributor I must confess I view such un-~
orthodex and vaguely commmaistic coaduct with a Jaundicesd Eys {courtesy
Fea Bealo).

Ys¢, my friends, you've guessed it....the precsedicg page 1is merely
semeflese for thet tired old subject....'How to write a solumn when you
no longer have snythlog to write sbout. -

Dot't misunderstand me; I've aob wma dry. Wot by a long sight. But
the articiss I now feel the urge to write have little to do with fandem
and nething whatever to do with gtf, and thus are not particularly asuited
for subzine sppearance. Instesd they will hava to appesar in FAPA or some



arnd fandom are no longer dominent intorests.

e column about...I've been temptad, I'll cdnit, %o

on Gzis. There was that stream-of-consciousness nliecc
“hilogophy of trevel which 1 almost wrote for him. 4nd I thought of doliug =
lpoe Ehous neuroses is general and my own in particular which hed nothing to do =
tfapdon oxcept for the Pirel surprise paragraph. But I resisted I could do &
twis column pade up of dozens of little short items, but that wakes advance prap
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%ien which T heven't mads, and angwey Gols has expressed his preferencs for wy b, wr
arbiele-~solumna.

St be i%. But since I can't think of anything or which I heve ar uvrgeat cm.
to expr.sg, it will have to be of a different nature from my ocustorary pisceas.

has vsuslly led to disaster in the past- However, you can't say McCein didn't go oo
trying.  -.a2d I cen always put the blame on Geis for bringing out his magesine so e
quently.

S0.....hers v8 go. I1'm not quite reduced to desoribing the minu'iae ¢l my dp;

yet. But I amgolng to dip ioto my cwn experiences for this solunm. As mest of you
probably knew, I work for Western Union.

And this column? Why bless your inguisitive little minds. this column dosis
mith the sciepce fictione) side of e Western Union employec™s 11fa.

e

How I raalize it may come as somsthing of a shock and surprise to learn there
cuch s side to = WU operater's life, or that he even has & life in the flrst place
bat if veu wait loog enough. just about enything will pop ap ir a
Western Union office, inclnding science fisticn.

Yhy, I've sven stood in my Westorn Union office and
wrtchod one of uy messengers staging A knock-down drag-
cu s fight with her own sister or the wein atreet of
town in ordsr to keep her there uptil the police ‘
ceuld arrive to take her inmto eustodys fude.«. -
Fu: “kero incidents don't belong in thls P
eriicle, do they? : y

4h yeeg, science fictlon.
re do wivhout it, ernd woulda'
to try®

Woll, I'd bgen working for VW.U.
for some six years when the first such
inchient I recall occurrzd. I wms
working for the Tillamook, Oregon off-
ize at the time. It is on & popular
scaric highway widely used by vecntion-
ers. One day 1 received s monsy order
addresecd to Leslie Charteris. As
prokably all of you know, this ia the
wto of ths suthor of the populer
*Geint’ books.

Charteris hos always been & favor-
ke of mine end I imagise 1've rend at
iesst 758 of hils cutput. How does he
cone into soiepnce Tletion? lall, three
(not “wo, £s Anthony Boucher once said)
of Charteris! Seint short stcries ars
scionce fietional. and one of then
oriminally appeared in cne of Mecwin's
megazines., Charteris hémself is a

Yhel would
it bhe fun

L
L

steady reader of stf and cccasionally ’Z§:_ ) ;f Pottleby
hi* the prozine letter columna in the ?f = [ fi VE .
esrly 40's; apd The Saint has always { h the woman

btsen a favorite among stfans much &3
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¥ell, I wons impressad, 2°11 admit. %14
the exeeption of g saall handful of write:
W. Somerset Mgugham, Fredric Brown, James .

V‘“‘\\_\ !f %;ﬂ__‘,,‘\§ Cain, Yed Sturgeon (who I was to maet & Tow
? 5
o t7

months later ot the Nolacon), maybe ous or

" s "?/) 7

5w VA ﬂf two others, ne living writer rated highsr

| rﬁfp’ _/*—«ﬁ<§¥§ with me or had given me more satisfaction

} if} '??%fg At the time I was wery unhappy with

;fﬁ/z N . Western Union and must confess I could harily

!i?"d ffk \\—"\‘ ¢laim to be putting heart and soul inbto Uhe

ﬁ\ﬁi/ %/ i job, I was civil to the eusteomers, but not

| & o 3 ] a great de,l more; they got what they ned

L coming in the way of serviecs with 15 crics
Jii{ / / ings.

£ f é But Chatterisg wae different. This wos

\ i

man who had given me many wany hours oi soild @

"~
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‘ ) joymsnt, & person to whom I was perscoally graveliu)
| o and whose talents, frankly, awed me. This wasn's o

{# & routline transaction bLut a personal challeugoc to repay

N{? a bit of the enjoyment I'd gotten by giving the [inecst ser-

/fii vize et my command.

1 prepared the money order, as usual, but flxed everything
5 tn advanse sc there would be no nsedless delays whea the mcpoy ordsr
v wvas pald. Now, custemarily, if e money order occompaniss a message W8
merely read it off to the customer when the money is paid. They do not get
a typed copy unless they request it or unless we sead them out a aotice about
the money order first. 8o, as an extra 'illip I carefully typed cut the sccompany-
ing message, pianed it to the beck of the wmoney order form, and placed the whele thipg
away to await the arrival of Mr, Charferis.

Abont 4:30 that afternoon he showed up. I must confess his appearance was un
exposted. I had expected somaone resembling my mentel picture of The Ssint; a dapper.
slim, and slightly bored looking product of Britain. Now Charteris was well-groomed
it is true, and his clothing was of good quality if of the extremo sesual type affest-
ed by vacationists. I recsll he was weerinpg huaraches. But the men himsel® leokec
t1¥s =othing so much as an unusually prosperous lumberjack down from the hills for
ihe weekend. Dark halr and derk moustache, a slightly swarthy ccaplexion, and o build
lile e not quite wature bruin....all this contrasted more than somewhet with my =~
pectations.

Lfter he anpoutnic- . himself 1 proceeded to go into my high-gsar elflcisney

ect, for vhich I'd prepered so carefully

"Are you the writer?" shyly asked I.

He apswared affimatively, and whils I was bursting with guestlons, 1 was far
too suxicus to appear sophisticated amd with no intent to luvade & Writer's privgcy
by giving vent to my curiosity.

He passed e couple of couments about the nice weather and atirective scensry,
while I procossed his money order at high~speed, far more aware of tha celebrity in
fromt of ms tnan what I was deing, aond then left.

That wes the end of my contact with Charteris...or ao 1 thought. ¥iva minuves
leter I made The Discovery. Sc soxious hed I been to give My Eero good sersice thet
I nad outsmarted myseif. 1 had been go sure that everything had Daen done ia sdvence
that I hadn't made my usual check of all detmils before gllowing the customer to
jeave. A& a result, I had completsly overlooked giving Charteris hls wmessuage.

Thep started the big search. I thought maybe they'd stopped ia Tillamook for
their evening meal so I chesked evary restaurant in tow, No Charteris. On the
ohance they'd stonped overnight I cheaked every hotel and motel vwithin 50 mlles both
that night and next worning. Again no Charteris. Utterly defeated, I notified the
sending officd that 1 had overlooked dslivery of the message aré advised them to re-
fund the esnder's charges. They replied thatthe sender {who was Charteris® agent and

P




yud requested Charteris phone him} wes abesolutely furlous es he did not ki
v ere Chevcer.ss would o for the next six mouths.

Which merely goes to prove that it doeen't pay to e so successful that you
jnclte nsro-worahip, 1 guess.

The naxt such incident heppened a few wonths leter in Ashland, Oregon. Guly’
~ecen’s comuments b0 © Winston Marks inspired this piece, es a reatber of fact.
since I wondsred for s while if Merks wasn't a penpame for Verue Athenses

This was crobher case of shs agent wiring the writer, although this time
wasn't monsy, and Athanas leter stopped im fio pick
up his telegram. At the time his neme mesnt voth-
ing to me although I've since learned he's g falr.y
sucgezaful conbributor to the slicks and a writer of
Western books.

I don't rezell how owr conversation sbarted,
but it developed that he wes en avid reeder of stf
and hed even scld two or three stories to FLAVET ¢
fow years eariier (This was one thiag that led to wy
suspiciens gs Marks as & pseudouym. DOnly one ghocy
appeared in PEANET under Athapnas' own name, ! found
when I later checked the Don Dgy Index.) Hs stronzly
admired Fred Brewn and hgd just finished reading
"fihat Mad Universe" and was wondering if this was ths
seme Browne who'd recantly teken owesr ANAZING.

I'd been a fan for slightly leas than & year ab
this time and was overwhelmed with my imporvaince ia
the fleld of stf. I straightensd out the Brown-
Browne confusion, cssually meationsd thet I'd mat
Howgrd Browne and hed had s brief correepondence
with Fredric Bown (which eorrespondence consisgtad
solely of a ghost-written reques® for matsrial aud
Brown's brief reply declininpg, although I dica't
tmll Athanes thet). I also had let him now I was
intersated in writing stf; while disoussing this 1Y
afraid I made s cleim, which while ccmplaetsly tiva,
gave Athenss the 100/ correct lmpression thet 1 wus
a typically phoney amateur would-be writer. He
quickly turned very chilly and mede his departurs
befors ha got in uncomfortably dsep.

It soems surprising that e town tho sise of
Ashland, which is definitely not o writer's ssttle:
ment, should have two citizens beth of whem have
written stf. BSo when Gels revealsd larks haiied
from there; I put him down e# Athgnes' pennane,
Piguring thet with the boom in s5tf he'd rebturnec
to & previously unprofitable love uander e peuncns
to keey from dstracting frow the worth of his owm
slick=-gateblished neuo. _

Bowever, Marks' receat letior nentioning having
sold to UNINOWN scuttlad thic. I wes aware of M rks
2s a recsnt name and didn't reasll any early stori«:
Prom dim. But I checked the Day Index, snd sure
snovgh there was oue sotry each by kim in UNENOAMN and ASTOUNDING. It seems unlilsly
Athenas would montion eppearance in PLANET with pride while ignoring sales %o URKR snd
3SF. So I mmess Marks ian't an Athonas penname after all.

There probably have been other such contasty which glip my mind. The only ouhs
ons I reenil ooccurred last winter. I was z relief manager at the time, and there
aren't many nenapgers to reliewe in mid-winter. So the ecorpany sticlt one other reliaf
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et 250 P inte the Olympis Weshingbon office te help out ag operators Jurl
che TUSl TaRw QLiGyd ACPompables lepglaimblon.

T worked from 3:30 til midnight, and over weekends it wes protty quist. Ope Satur.
goy alght 1 had oll my work dene, so..-for lack of bettsr orcupation (eircumstances =ary
similar ©o the meoper iv whish this column is beling writt-
an)...7 sat down eed sterted writing a story (which wma
leteT bovaced by three editors}. I'd completsd ouly the
firet page whsu the telephone reng.

The wogmn onlling peve me a telegram and hung up.

i'd no wooner left the phome than it rang egain. It wes
the same woman and she wanted to changs the telegram btut
gae was 't just sure how since it was a rather dolicate
subiach whe vas teking up with her ex-husband.

3he wanted tc think about it a bit and asked if 1
vee busy. I said no, sc she said "Tell me about yourself.”
« ugval responsé to such a request is to be es brief and
juprrsonel es possible, but she kept wanting more defalls
and was obslously interested, so gredually she worked out,
by bits and pieves, what I actually wes interssted in.

I+t seems the ex-husband she was wiring wes & writer,
and in the conversetion that ensued she mentioned he had
been & writer of science fiction in the early thirtles
though she didn't know any of the dstails.

She was auite en interesting person, and in the hour
plus thet she kept me on the phone our couversation reag-
ed over overy subject imaginebie. Telk about a person
neking your esr sore by talking so much...it happened .
literally, to me. I was zearing one of these headsebe
thet snable you vo have your hands free.

Sha'd told me her husband's name, so the next day I
looked it up. (A%t %his time I wes constrioting a g3
index of every stf end fantesy megezins ever publirhsd,
tneluding my persenal rating of the quality oY each zuory
...znd by averaging these ratings I could getornine vhere
ench wiriter stocd in relgtion to others. 1 was about
haif-way through at this time and shortly afer abandova-~
e¢ the project as oo time-consuming for the resulis I'd
gat.) 1 don't recall his pams or the story he wrots,
but he had only ods listing im my index; he'd had one
story io ASF and svidently he was fairly good, as 1°d
tatsd 1% the sacond best in the lssue. The other story
in the issue whilch I gave a higher ratlng was Tk 15 phit"
by Campbell-Stvart.

The agxt night she called back agaln, and again 1 }'
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gpent an hour on the phone with her. 1 begab to wonéar,
7'11 admit with sowe trepidstion, if this was to be &
pightly occerrance, but that wes the lagt I hesard of her.

There was an evah mors interesting woman work-
ipg with me et the time....the bookkeeper in this oifice,
She hed onee sold e story to Collier's , was an incredi-
vls mimic, shared every ooe of uy inbterests except st¢Z
and wez, all in all, just szbout the most fasclinating
femgle 1've ever wst, bub..... Ob, oh, that's right, I was writing soleiy about tha
etf side of 2 Wastern Unicm oparator's life, wasn't I..so I guess I can't iaclude
that .

"1 can ofPer thou
but mine hegrt,
Ko-ie . ™

.
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¢ wop C, Clarkeis one of England’a legding science flctiorn euthors, belng r#
«amgitle for such novels as PRELIDE TO SPACE and THE SANDS OF LARS. As his readers
~r, he vrites hard hesded extrapolation rather than space-opers .

T CHILDEGOD’S END, Clarks deserts the school of Heialein for that of Stapleaon, and
considers the lest days of Homo sapiens. Whether CHIIDHCOD'S ENWD is to be read &S
<.iance fiction or as a non-caponical apocalypse depends on how sariously the ST
er teles the idegs uvnderlying the plot.

The book itsslf is diffuse in plotting, as it mugt be, with the action extendainy ¢
over a century. The action centers arourd three individuals who have deelings

“we "Overlorda”, winged Mmmanoids from the Carina reglon of the Milky Giay. Theys 1
very little cverlap between the three seations of the hook.

“he cemtrel idee, that mankind is doomed without externsl intervention by superier
reines . is upconfortably near the truth. Atomlce weapons and guided missiles place
too much power in the hands of men who may be lunaties, like Stalin, or helplese lo-
salids 1ike Franklin D. Roosevelt in his last yeers. To make matiers worse, holding
power ie depsadent, not on good goverament, but on the patisfaction of kwey pressurs
sroups. Yhile it is true that the destrustivensess of gtemic weapons impedes the re-
‘ups %o all-out wer, & hare-brained minor officlel or lunatic dictator might precipi-
tats the orisis from which there is no drawing beck.

yihile ths central idea of the book is appallingly nesr the truth, Clarke's soclology
is inoredibly ncive. Intervention by extra-terrestrinle could certalnly stop the
srpaments race. DBut stopping the armaments rece would not neccosserily lead to Uiop-
(%: Tt might lead to a depressioun which would meks the bust of 1828 look like pros-
prerity. It might lead %o world-wids overpomleation such as predicted by Sir Cherles
Dar7in in THE FIRST MILLION YEARS. Tt would be far ensier for extra-terrestriscls to
stop the activities of the Kremlin then ths activities of loeal gangs dealing 1o nar-
cobics and white slsves; easier to stop the activities of Wall Street than of locel
losn sharks.

The height of Clarke's naivete in social matters ia found in tiro passesss on peges

70 =nd 71. The ides cxpressed at the top of page 70....%thet simple, sura birth con-
trol and the meens of identifying the parentage of 1llegitinate children would seund
the death-lzpell of Puritanism....is sheer wishful thinking and disregards the naturs
o® medern Furitonism. Motives such es fear of Lllegitimate of Pspripg and venercal
disense restrain only e emall minority. The séx behewmlor of a majority of mankind

is oontroled by irrationsl fears aad hates, easily manipuleted by power-greecy cllgu-
&5 .

Boually naive is the idee expressed on page 71 that revelation of the real bezinn-
ings of the world's great religions would mean thelr end. his ides could bo dis~
nslled by & 1ittle reading on Amarican Revivelisnm- If a religion satisfies fhe ewo-
slonal needs of the masses and the power-drive of an embitiovs eligue, it 18 impar-
vious to reason. I1f the evidence of the exterral world is against religious dogne.
religion becomeas fanatically apti-intellectual.



The "Overlords", winged huwmanoide who evolws

or o pienet with low gravity and a dease at-
i &, TLECD wosphers, are plausible. Comparatively, tats

are closely relatad to tres shrews and lemurs.

The only trouble is that & planet with meal:

gravity could not hold a dentve etmosphera..
This ts not mere speculation but is actually obserwved in The sclar system.

a
:i1it’es in m2n are strictly marginal, as are tocl-using abilities in apss
ay be that the next stage in primate evolution will be the develcprent of “psil
tnlents. But when speculating on this it should be remembered that the firsk
great ape, Egggpnsul, existed thirty million years before the firsh man. Man's
itrensfomnetion into superman could be delgyed even longer.

T-e clcse of the book, the end of Homo msplens by transformaticn 1:tc & speetes so
telepathic lat all individuelity ts lost, is an interesting idoe. &fw presect "pei”
-~ i -
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Wy d1d Clarke write this sincere and powerful book? (It deserves to be called
that -~ it is no pot boller.) Fundamentelly for the same reason Hebrew wrilbcrr
penned %their apocalypses. Clarke is faced with a world in which many of his
velues, those of ap educeted Englishman and & liberal, are threatened, if no®
by the totsl destruction of an atomic war, then by Communist intolerenco. Hes
seeing e way out by netursl means, he invokes the supernatural. For his hat
men Trom Carina, the “Cverlords", are, under the coating of seisntific oxpl
tion, clossly akin to the superngtural hosts of REVELATIONS .

<
ang~

=

ha naivs sociology of CHILDHCOD'S END is more then balanced by the dopths of
i%s contral themes, its excellent cheracterizations, end its ~ivid descripticns
$ Pubare sociesies. Tt is a must for evary fan. ID wou zen't raiso the Thir-
y-fivs cents eny other way, rob Junior's piggy bank.
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CRILDHGOD®S END by Arthur
3. Clarke, Ballantine
Books, 404 Fifth Avenue,
Hew York 18, New York.,
paper bound, 35 cents;
cloth, $2.00.

| U — —_—

Editor’'s note--

T+d 1tke %o run a few
nore of these analytical
typa reviesia; ones that
disonas book coantent in-
stead of beok plot and
ecticn. The trouble is,
of covyse, that such re-~
views regiirs & bit of
thought now and egain.

I don't suppose® the re-
sponse Yo this request
will be very graat; pro-
bhably Nosh will be in-
spirad to do yst another
of his excellent reviews,
I hopa....
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a wolunz by LYLE KESSLER

‘The 1llustrious "“return of Gormsbtack™ era has Pinaliy come Ho ar

‘J !.\ end, Tugo Cernsback, after years of lpactlivivy ip the Tisld of
st? and with a nice thick billfold of green, gratis I3DTO A0 1~
LECTHONICS, declded to return %o his old humbing gron i, gclznii-
Y fietion. MHe returned all right, but with all the 1o .4 and styl-
i, 1zetion of an era long termicaked. The man he hiped =5 Managing
Lot Fditor waa probably the most prolific writer of all iun histeony.
AT Sem MNeskowitz., lioskowitz jumped at the chance of $his poelitics
) on the staff of SCIENCE FICTION PLUS, notme-~by 803 Meande—wsiis
iy St lookinz the fact that Gernsback could now afferd w way oz of
iﬁ's the highest editorial salaries. So Moskowltsz, a truck driver ©
R‘ ¥ 4rade {(and GHOD Yuows why a man of his ccmpe'tanca and conmapd ol
™~ rretoric would wastse his wvaluable talents driving a Szuck o <
profescion) becams the managing ---go0 he thonghbe-~- allitor ol

acience fiction's first authentic silck.

SeM rasurrested Frank He. FPaul from an all buy forgetien pezs Zn Tho @
of zeisnce Pietion (@@ he bad donema few years previocusly wiZh David M. Keller)
#n0f proved to the st world that Paul ---who had illuetrated the eover amid L
textor of %he firat Lscue of ths first stf magazine ip the worlde—~ couli [
rizz thz aurrent generation of sréists a Tun for thelr money, and want rigit o
nesd to prove it, HAis covers for SFE cost Gernedsack thoussnds o produse, |
werz econsldored the rost beautiful covers to ever grace aax a%bf W:,L;‘;a.dmo &n"

2 lator proven whoz tiho KUSWIN OF NaTURAL HISTORY in New Yezl: City as
seton % disgiay them oa their homored wallas.

0h yes, SF{ had ita faults but it ceriasaly can't be suid %o be lacking
virituoas. Oue of the worst faults wes the dicltatorahip Unele Thige Aluplayed aven
Managlre 241301 Yogkewitz on the selecection of fictien. It cen Yo Trothiuily -af
the: 17 ex-fan loskowitz had boen given a free hand with the magezine &% coulitrs
bzeome & lesdor in tha £ield; dut no, Unecle Ruge was too interssied in slicy Le-
ner and the like to zive & thought to anything es insignificant a8 story quilit
Altar all, SF£ was %o be pought by peoplo who would admive and treazure 1%, »nol
rocd it, X% was a thing of beauty, and om that point slope Gernaback wos wighi,
for SF{ was a $hinzg of deputy i nought else.

Durinl a visit with Sal in the Xmass soasorn he declarasd ¢hat many were the
times when he vas all but ready to walk oul on Uncle Imzo, dbut healtuted as he
thouzht Cernsback might geadually relinquish bis domineszing ativitude. But alss,
he wes mistaken, for Gernsback would do anything but reiinguish his cont»ol over
the magazine; after all bhe was the "Father of Seience Ficticu™ (gt ‘his 0oinh a
arief but appropriate pause in homage 16 in order for our "FATHER".; and laing o
knew pracisely what a wagazine of ¢hat typs should contais. OSo, instesa of Lot



l] hority, GCoernadacky changed from slisk

bype paper, hoping that the added bulk would lure the cagual reader {aud [
t newadedlers® voually hide 3FF the casual reader would have to be ¢
aanal to find 1t}
But all thia wag in vain as the magazins started skipping nenths
oro nenths until recently the contributors reeeived theidr meouscripis
itattua that they could not accept the stary as they wers dldsoivia
ion.  And g0 Sal now glances once again at hils Handbook of the doad and B
rusl arcupd the block & fow times a day getéing in shaps for the streauous
of dviving shond. Ae for Unecle Hugo: rumor has 1t that he will walt zpotne
ty sv-e yeurs before eatering the field again as the presgent era of Teader:
"don‘t appreciats him,"

2

£l
1
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Another stf book company has been establishod and probvadbly will be dusiti-
ed to rival GNHOME PRYSS and 41l the meny other atf beok publishers. The nome &F
the compasy 1s CTAMBERIAIN PRESS and it's headed by & fellow who appsers guifs
quently in priat, Alan Nourse., Ths Tirst book i3 tentativoly get 7ox pubilcatio
on Larech 25th and is e eollecticn of seventeen stories by Richard Matheson. 0o
title of the book is BORY OF MAN AND WOMAMN and 13 ta-
ken from atheson’s ciasazic short story of ths same
pams. The dust jacket i3 by Lel Hunter and avolds
that “sameness™ of quality that many of the re-
aert carers have fallen into. Two of the stor-
lag Iiave never hefore been published and noae-
otuer than our gocd friend Hobert Bloch  has
written the introdustion. The price is $3.00
per copy {no confederata woney, please) and the
address 1g: CEALBrRLAIN PRESS Iuc., dost 0TCIce
Joz 7?7713, Pallzdelphia, Pesusylvanla.
A9 an added inducement if your order is receivea be- i -
“ors publicaiion date your copy will bo personally euho- _—
graphad by the author. =

R s QR B e ORI

For rcadebility, one nf the bost sclence fiction books 1 heve
bsught in the past five months is the aathology STAR SCIEMCH FLCTION STGR-
TiS No. 2, adited by Freterik Pohl. ill the stories are new and Pohl hao produc-
=4 au anthology which may very well be the best of *54. Thers in not one el Mic.
ry 1n the 1ot and practically all the leading stf writere sre repeegontod. The
cover ie a taing of beauty and 1a done by a fellow who la new tc the Tield, foweis
by nam3. He 2150 iliuatrated the first STAR SCIIZCE FICTTION STORIES erthology.
This is a definite "must™ for overy reader of sclence fictlon.

Ag ma added thought: has anyone ever atopped to consider that ¥Fred Fohl hua
probadbly collaberated with meve science fiction writers thhn any kep allye., ore
powsay to himd

AR A KRG A RN

Tt seems that the apmuel "Iuwdian Lake Conferance”™ will have to be refsrpad
to in the Puture as simply the "Midwastcon.™ "Beeitley's (or Beastley's ag gome
fana refer to 1%) on the Lake™ just couldn't be stommchei arcther year and the
site moved down to Bellefontains, Ohlo, which 12 ahoul 20 miles from Indian Iake.
Reilefontaine is, ¥ imagine, a small, average nidwestern town. I wonder 1f Lhe
glamour of our com will disappear by taking 1T maway feom the lake rezion.
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Novsitileluss, a Beoup GFf 08 fiowm Fulily wiii iedve oo,

L ¢ : \ and early or Friday, May 21ls%, for a twelvwe hour car oide &

‘; M.ﬁ:—ﬁ% ‘, the conf'erence. We hope to go there for the pure r@l&m@:ﬁ-'

} ‘@f § and sotertainment of the con, as we'lve had cnoupgh sxperisr.
ool y / in the field of work, with the past PEILCOXN.

) 4
by Bt iadfe -
b v bty

RAANBLAUERNERI NG O E NS

\
The dspreszion in the science Tilction magunine Tiold i

now s 30lid reality and has been for the past four or Cive
moniho. Reporis every wesk from New York %oll of ors oi 4wl
more wags foldling and also of the huge clreulabicn drow of
the others, Proviously, otf city-fen zatheringy wore in a
gtabe of detericration becauss no twe fans had read the game mapazincs and the
fore mad nothing matusl to speak about. Years age fane g0t togethor and had res -
lar bull gesslons discussing and evaluating the current ispues of the Tour goga-
#dies being publisheds and since cvoryone had read all of the sYories, all jolns
in the convarsation. But with thirty or forty odd maggzines ¢m the atands if v
menbion a particular atory to & fan the odde are 4:1 %that he baan't »ead it. Th:
depression which is now in our midst will probebly take ug back to these gleriscus
cays of yeateryear and oventually leave us with but elght or nine megeszines. 7'4
like to 1ist the nine that in my opimion will weather the sterm of the deprescion.
Firet in the pulp Tield:
STARTLING STORIES -~~ I'm not altogether surs about thir cld-Simer,
but I'm hoping egainst hope that it bangs on.
FUTURE SCIENCE FICTION -~- Columbie pudlications will definitely cou~
tinue with ons of their atf megs, FUTURE i3 achedulsd to go small '*im, but 1Ff i%
centinnes $o lose money thoy will probably ago pulp sizs agrin to save on expenssw,
ALAZING STORIES --— I'm listing AS as® a pulp gince 1t will soca so haek
to 1tz old format and probably use a lot of the old Fsalures.
Now for the araller ones:
GALANY —=- With Gold's editoriel ability, thiz cne will pull throusy.,
STOUFDING —=— Campbell won't let angthing like & 1ittle old dapress -
ion hurt ASF, (To show you how bad the depressiom is: at the present %ims,
which tas the largest circulation...bae lost 22% of ito readers.)
HAGAZINE OF FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION ~~- Even thoush it wili s
blemonthly, Bouszher and MeComas will pull this through the storm.
LAGINATION ——~ badge will probably hold on under tha elditorieiszl ip

Hamlinge
SCIZNCE STORIAS =~ Palmer wmay hold on to one of his eff o sl
loug with FaiB.
I —w= Cur ninth one, IF, 1s reported to have a good sales vescis o
Guinn will prob:bly contipue with 1t,
I may bo wrong in one or two instances but I think the sbave will be %l=
substantial list of the ones that will weather the depresaion.

A A o Xk R S R

£ didn't read the fiction in the issue bput never-
theless I rate it last as T desplse fan-Liction.2  Thess
worda, or sivdlar, constently ficw from The domicile of &
follow in Long Beaech, California, Larry Balint. In fsct,
Balink went 8n far as ta ipitiate an "ANTI FAKLFICTION®
society. DBut the prize punch line to the "Hit™ zcame in a
erall fanzine published by @ group in New Toxrk. The fan-
zlne uas titled WHY arnd conbained & plece of fan~figtion
that waz really the kind of slop that Balint horps about.
And cuedgs who wrote it, ysah...thatts right, our boy Baiint,
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SoIL.TIFISTION STOITLS /1, Joan .alston, Vashos, .wsbhington. 35,, 0/25¢. osi-moath-
Ly,

w2 cover, Ly "Leails!, who iy, I wilersteau, tue wisisr of
was unutually pood for & first isswe. adsal, it .as pood Jor Loy issa -
very nmush, fhe editoriad iz wiigue: Jongd siis ) WwOaey LOo0 eberiad, Uue wookl D
for way ac2anted story or erticrie. sou'ls jour Jueuwad, Loyd.

L IalTY 72, cherles aurels, of fulrvisy aveous, urceb aesa, we. 107, 15, 4, Sug.
PupilolizQ Arreguinsy) .

LY fel.tive wlel otupely iy tulag ool bale lusue is tie Incrsdivle vizua
i of exceileat miuwesyrephy vith superu. . . ua), udworie7aLLlY SOlaGbLi.. . latlo_ranny.
Lve neo bnls zise @ veew wud I stiio zen't beiieve 1t. I em fuz: vo Jace with
& tecnoiced imposibility. uees. I soudd g3 vt al.e thic Jor pyg39. Ly ol weuus
get & 2opy of this zine ang ve Ellaerd jOurszli. I can't get over the perrect regis

ter on the cover. I'm... (speacuiess)....

ihe material in tiis iscue, alter you've uuglusd your oyes from the numb-
ingiy wonderful illog, is sowewhat uebed vecuuSe of & fowr woub. uelay la puolisuing.
Considering tne wors t.at sent into this issue; that is understandable.

To me, tue Dest itew wes a« bit of lfiction by algis Budrys; I thoughi it
sokewual obscure, but besutiiurly writtes.

4 La SPaCe, sent Corey, sox #4, onid, Oklanema. 20y, 6/:.1.0C Bi-montily.

and 20, is to. wuch to pay by abocut lug. It is & foregone conclusion #aet
the price off & subzise has no realistic relationship to ectusl publlahiné co8Ls,
Therefore it should be priced on & relationsni with and to the prices of the other
zines being published in the country. Trouble ig, tiere is no set criterion. Somz
very go.d ones charge 10¢ while others cherge up to Ziy. I vigh I7@ never sterted
this., Just what does constitute a lair price for & furszine?

Lyun Hic.mea is co-editor now. Possibiy beceusge sihe brLozht & Lot ot goou
Material along. Zven so A Li #Pali etill has (layovt-= ise) the swuie sprawlioyg sioppy

seraace taet lowers it in wy eyes quite & uitb.

The usuel wzlsberry coutroversy reges in titds issus.... oven vhan lewving

anagm, tuis clsberry lsaves & vaue.
PNTESTA #8 9 and 10, Larry Dalint, 3255 Golden ave., Long beach &, Ual. 2/5¢
Irregular publicatioen.

In %9, balint hes bis Jirst emeish. It is ltewsu up atnost vholaiy it
fznzice ratings. In Gleep, the caitoriad, obziiul wo.ders aloud «bout tne 5:4J£ aor
pob Stewart aad BUU! I vonter sloud too. Munm! hopp en wotw tawr?  fou rail i avh

Io fi0, baiint ianitisted euew Jawiure, & LANS SStuuul sheel. Yery riue.
st lest we gst the true dirt wuout bae feas. Lt seys aere taal. .. luebt...lusis
soters wental Iastutigalt!'. dwrruwmpn. Iois wort or ye.l ow jouratiisu nes got
te sto p. Irrespousivis stories tine tuds turow ta wufevo radis tigav upoa fancom.
vesices, I nuve & certiliszd certirileis o tuporary senity sJrom iy 20UlH-COnenusr,
Fantastis LIVEY wal # 3, b peila, 235 vudii sua, bogg bewen 3, Sulid. 1wy, 3 /X5¢.
pi-woubaly.



ains eovariety of weberiel 1a his uwug. I nes tores suorion Lod &
reesat i o column conteining wewe of britisuy iaodon; . o 21, fen
51 section, lhe meg is uelinitedy Improviisy, et LiOviL S8« furtiacr i.L.rwovsm
cEan ise o, Wi, il hatu caly cuedge ihe name (Yt B S 5 C

2 L Uobe Jompozil, OU de—perih oud, Llausiuers, Aaaluaidd.  U.oesds TUE B0
- 9 ¢ B w3 ‘."A;-'n, ahlilersic. . B\Jr) bof ned JAIG L @ Lon WEL U w el 0 e’ .
. B Tt eSveter e Joud Jlatlew Lo ubtiotdy, u..-u'n_ L A0Ng tistd
i Poiart o tan asDadis T puronie¥ Easens Mldetiiaua .,,-.....‘1 35 Jies

Philps = O ug T= WIS PISTF,. <0 Aitterth. by 000, w8 A% Ml 2% colmw, "OCO.
LSOOG twSlar ~ectlou s dlilid TLitiew gaszdou.”
WL, wysell, I woulau'i y Jep W0 TG Laetshe sleeads S13%500 o0 :
wlellty y £00a w8 it 1 5 for 4a amateur megeil se. J0r, LG Ld $U Sy b2, fai

al. ottt Ly pe soid wboul ].L-, @ cabtivre Lty sedic oSl LoisSa o8 _ilﬂlt Lilk, i
ae5 00 to sece up to veluy Joupares Lo bLue JTOLEIAOML B u. L Teen that 2n G
tihe soHbeur ting vewaliy comes ol sesouu wast. I saouid Yuedtily tosy vaicre LUk
ed vpod by bloodthirsty faus. I wean tuat i€ & ltausiae lasists oo ruaning meters

ey

tuat is 28 aabiol.y pre fiction of inferior grade. ULE truil stull is dirferzen.  bv
Joof sii-trail Jiction is demned hard to Jind.

sTsnbnlle 45, Charles .ells, 4U5 sest E20d Street, Swuvennan, Ge sorgia. Irreguler.
15, 1 thinc. Jhore's no price listed on tuis issue, &ad I'm too lasy to diyg oub en
o dar issus. Low can tinis issue be #5 when last ish was f62 Chusi e{plain' it in
hie editorial, but I dont't helieve il one mionute.

Ey Dicik Clars<eon is anotuer rehash of "The Numbers lacsced 23

e

12 bt 2 e
fendoms, thal is) get anotuer golng over The most ridiculous udad le Ttve ever
cad is tnis ucending business of wnich fandom is this aad which thet, aod vho balongs
+. Hob Silverberg ust be heiplees witi laughter at whail hes happensd sioce ne
ywrote that QUANDRY srticle.
Tue remcisder of this sorts smellisn issue is ta..en up by ithe ledter sectia

tD‘J

WOTe #9, hobert Featrowsiy, box 634, Morfoli, sEuradae. Tnis is fne les issus of Wil
s never alg, they Jbbb (DAY 1 o
¥ I

gid fanziae
n oity. #0 soouwsr thao I oive thls sise & rocosmcaliulion; wad 1t Siz
5 therzs & conneciion?
i2 interier il.os LY Mevid unglisii, Tie fover vy Suviw du’ilcu. FACT
cut out in & Lless of glory. Tex. I es3o uote toet I awd & lels of material
i tnie issue. Thet could be u zoatrivutisg fectotb....

-

w0ibiy bmior bhis Lusue, wiia .reud beewera o any Thomisos, ead Leril Gheevs

cury

MuoTronY, LY Sreu ole)pEnk, LB & Yery odile obarl anoii short.
wlfo ohi A2, Joa Shepperl, 5u2L sast 40k Zuece, [u.sze, Ollaboue. LigsL, G/ 53¢
1 Bl UJI-LJ‘ ¢

ot & bad litile oiue, but oot jood, eituer. The 77 < 11¥ pize is  dds-
tiuc ti'v'a, t-J.O X

[ 1 FPTERS N J&QLar3 1254, Urie helorwic., 1553 ... deadlehupst ot ferndeic 99, Livi,
wisrterly, 40, / 1, 4/41.50. Printed.

Lilith Lorreine with tae Cirst poem in tnis issue has prabably tue be
of tiem 211. Jop spot for the lead spot. & very beautirully executed plece of

U0oPSLA #11, inother Oopslaouisi. uregg Colcins, 2817 - 1ltu Ct., tewbe Lonicz, Tel.
15¢. woath-unc-a-halfly.

And here is vhere the BiRs went when wWiusduvkl foldad for good. In tinle lso
¢ Bloch, liclein, Shelby Vie:, .alt .illis, a.d the ever nopular lime Buschal Inulod-
ng & couple Selivina editorials and & ietter sectica.

This revived Q0PSLA is very near wtat & used to be, both is siyls =ad coo-
saat. ne and d ndy, I only hope Grezg can geep up bue schedule. HCOR.GdDD.
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=iy, ais LETler seCtica depeat, du LNls losue wuinoih, Ol Wi govdh Seseed U e
reader with regard to how much of it he understeads, cue should have Lhe 1last two
issues of REIVIEY clese at head Lfor reference, siusce tuv letters refer to letiers aad
comments thet appeared in grevious iscues, is.ues vhish wvere pubiisied .iay maay
wontins ago. LUuless owne hes & good nemory, tais tyne of letter section is herd 50
toliow, In tae Jaszianes ne rceviwis, Veraon dous &u sxter.ead juob, bud gaz voadsr.
WLy uly & few are giveu tiie treatiest. I shouwle talos tiet & Lise dedicated &
reviewiiy fa:aslads aad jrosiases vourd ceview thaw wil, o try to. put 16 sould w
toat Terace dosnutl Lot 4wl tie Cuuziues, LoVIo woan't csen 0 et weutioued mush
in tue Fuaziue raviens tuypore. Laless 0e iy Joweds ere Wi 0f wLVIon ...,
182 I sews 0o ve UICL Ly tue ot LAt coatriuubes O Le.
Tais 18 oo luatercrting odlos J0r tooss iuterested io et tig titic
fag

I
e letuer sealivg, aslde Jrom Leinp deed & ult us uwoted wwovs, is eucsl.osat.

o

Elsbéééi TL;S -

chb Wi fiweTlol, 55, dtuart no wooe, LI D7 3, castiston, <. 0. lug, W2 5.
woubnly. and 04 sSCaeduie, Lo0,

A Dall-size wiue vitn ood regrodustion taet do nenpered, cbvicusly, by
tne smull sige of its pages. The waterial is short suad of a gg-so yuziiny., I thing
it could be said that the editor attempts too wuca, too many features, tod meny colunos
woo many stories, aad in eilect dossp’t have any one iten that is trestzad at propar
leogth. & pity. The cover this issue 18 & darned good ous oy bobby Stewart ol Tex.:.

FOLIPSe #7, hay Thompson, 410 South 4th Strest, sordols, ssbrasca. log, 3/25;.
Publisiied every so ofteon.

well...tha cover didn't quite come off, but it surs woulda bzen & neat ons
if it had. By Bobby Stewart (again) of Texas, it pictures a twin jet spacer doing &n
impossible 90%--er--90 degrze tura...sharp! Unfortunately the master got torn a.d the
mending tape shows thru and the title didn’t print well, and.... Peetty sud, bub sore
or iess understancdable considering tie type ditto being used.

A story by lobby iarner, "act of Violence", and the coluwi by Joel uyidzal
were the two best things in the issue. The letter section is always interestiug.

Not an exceptionally good issue. Hinda poor, in sact.
Da#ld #20, Russell .. T.atking, 11U Crady Sireet, Savaapah, Ueorgias. oi-wonthly. 59

Happily, Fussell seews to hwve hit or strucs or somethdsy oa tue proper usfe
of uis ditto. He is getting better copy then I am. How do you do it, en? I. this
issue is the first ap ecra.ce of "as I J&s hwviog", a laa coluly ol jropsr loug L3igt
and good solid conteat. I ap uaude. by Jharies .e:ls tnsre is unet is cniled {30
me) "Uatitable Storyt. It ia woi st you mignt thine from & liters. uscersbsudi.o,
of the title, i% is & Lit of 55 fua-viztion &s aefiaed vy woi clevsivere.
s Lletter section off fiph guedity 13 is avidesce. Dawn geto o bewieliva  Gunlliaeadlad.
IP hus ell weens Lials wp, als &l e wh ouiw L& wuosy tas very best,

SHUD, B waPa oue-za0b Uy Tom Piqer zud Peler Yorulher, L3:4 . Léoral wve., .. Horay-
wood 46, Seliforaia.

It i3 oaly uJitring aud preower tiat thls cide be (ivis
appropriate thaut I review ii ou tie page velore .. Yorzlier pleads lor mercy.  for,
truly, if' toere was zay ziuae tiat so al ceuy persosilied crud, tais CRUD does Just
toat. & complete waste of time, s.eryy, peper, iad, eltc. JYou Jane out lhere wvho
received tnis thiag will woow what I wsas. Those ol you who dida'lb receive it, good.
Consider yourselves luciy. The ouliy thiug pastuble about this sine was the mimeo-
graphy.

.

4nd from this sane ubove uentioned Peter Vorziwer cones 'le :Lird issue of
dA! from the same acdress. 3 may seel so sowme thad 1 sm being exesssively cruel and
ritical of the iwo mags mentioned ners, but believe me, there is & question of pub-
lishing etkics involved. BShould crud lige this go unchallenged? I ruil to see uhy
good stuff should be forced to its .mees by reans of tuis stull. That isn't precisely
what I mesan, wut it'll ieve to do.
I'm probably meking bitter esemies whe will write bitter .etzers, but I'm
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SPLCESHIP #24. bob Silverberg, 76U wontsomery ltrcet, Brooualyn 17, ..%X. wuarierly,
iS¢, 2’/25‘;5 5/!509?*'

s exeeilent yeurly ivem by tue editor, "1953 In heview?, is tue lewd -
item, with a good plece of Liction by Dave Liason titled TInterview®, sdotier "1l
by Redd Boggs, & "Report from hustreilla" by foger Dard, "The 'eay I See Tt" & colunn
by Bert Hirschhorn, a review of Thg hed Peri by Terry Jurw, = veader.ul gem of @
by Lerry Sterk titled "Spwcesiipsh, aud the last itew in the iscue, the eailtorial
"Rack Talk.®

This zine just ze2ps right on being -ublished on time year in wud year
cut. This is the £ifth year of publiicetion., &u excei_eat noguuius, < seidOntacindol .

There will now be s lonz pause while I drink a short beer.

GRIIY, Charles Welis, 405 . 62ud St., Savennah, Ga. A one-sheet mimeo’d colunn type
thing. In this, the third issue, Charles rcasts Kent Corey over a hot flame. He
roviews FANSCIFUL and finds it wanting in the reproduction dept. He liked Chuck
Harrig's INFINITY. 04dly enough, Wells and I both bave the same opinions regarding
these identical zines. I must especially agree with his estimation of A TA SPACL.
Uorey hes just got to grow up sometime....

UMBRA #1, Johm Hiteheock, 15 aArbutus Ave., Baltimore 28, Maryland. pubbed 8 times
a year...he nopes. Realistically, John lists subs at 3/25¢, and 10¢ for a siagle
COPY»
A good humerous editorial about the trialas and tribulations of uaing a becto.
A pretty darn good fanzine review. A short letter section was good.
On the d=bit side we Pind pcor duplication. A lousy cover. Bad Tietion. Vexry
pcor layout.
But, wotthehell, e lettering guide or two and & littl e thought ra to
proper use of space, apd this zine wouldn't be too bad.at all...if the level of mate
ial improved.

HENCE #1. "...is published bi-monthly by the Probability publishing group at 347 Cal
Road, (lenside, Pennsylvanie. Single coplos,$.10; one year subscription, 8.50. A3
senuscripts mist be accompanied..."” John G. Fletcher is the editoxr,

After all that has been said in the fan praess about origirality and the cursing
about the shameless copying of the GALAXY formmt...whet have we here bul the nost
shameless of them all. I wae gZoing to let it go as e nso falling and weit until
the second issue showad the promised improvement with regerd to format. That was
hefore I spotted the "All New Stories™ on the cover. Taat, I feel, is goiag Loo
farl

Aside from the above mentioned imitation, HNENCE shows a remarkably advanced
interiot layout. Whether thls is merely anotber facet of pro copving or unot is
herd to say. It doesn't matter much. The main trouble with publishing an amateur
magazine is that of deciding what to copy and what not to copy from the pro-zinag.
Fut even so I think ome should conaciously copy only a shoxrt time...just iong enoush
to learn. After that you should have ideas of your own.

The cne thing I dislike (and will condemm) is thoughtless imitation; sub-
conscious imitation of an edmired magszine with little or no thougnt af the malaprop
resulta. I see nothing wrong with learning by experience the goocd voints of layoutr
by copying from the pros, or of trying te adopt the tried and truc methods of the
professionals, but T do dislike the transrarent affeectation of a "Prodbebility pub-
1ishing group.”



“Ui¢ THIS CRAZY LETTER conurm™

Jim Earmon, 427 L. 8th 5%, Ith. Carmel, Illincia.
Deer Rinh,

PSYCHOTIC 1s a demned good fenzire! The thing I like toat aboudt it {6 I
zot it “reo. For ths last fow yoars nobody mmgh has sent me sumple feasinea. Suddon-
ly 1o ths lest few woeks you've all pgot genecroue again. Do you youngsr fana have
soms kind of underground klan thet decldes who pets cample fonsines?

In the old deys I usad to shiselfanzines better than enybody. 1 remsmber
I milked frec SPACEWARPS, MITANTS, SCIENTIFANTASYS for ymars. I didn't spend over ¢
dollar for fan mags the £irst three or four years after I became cne of the True
Paith- Now I have to pay out good mopey ~- demned good mocey. The best I can print

I have a suggzestion. Changs the title to PSICHCTIC. Mors Stfis, don’t
you think? Be sure to give me :redit avery issue. =

KcCain's column most exvellent. The ounly trouble ig, it isc't a columa -~

it's & serieas of articlea. Ard they make chaps like ws who do write columns -- HAR-

MOHY, HARMCHEY, THU HARNONICA THAT SELDOM EVER, ets. -~ lock bad. Of &ll the Gall
{Gall i3 divided into seven purts)! Columna are suppoasd to be a series of connested
items ~- 1ike ATter Hours Visit (Reynolds is geed at §t.} Naturally a serious con-
strustive zrtizls may be better, but it isn't & colunn!

Your excsllent letter section seoms to bs taken up with THE VAR OF THE WORLDE

and whather prozines should letter column or not letter sclumn. Wall now...

’ I thought W of the W wasa quite good 28 a movie. ¥st soms of your cbjectlicns
ere velid. But you should remember Hollywocd doesn't deel lnr exest art or sulence.
Datuabive atory fans are often dismayed at the way oops plick up murdaer weepons in thelr
handkoroheifs —- that wipes off tha prints neatly. You have to run a penoil down
the barrel and plek it up that way. Western story funs are frequently disturbad by
tha upautheatio dess of goraen cowboyn. So few Whits Mals drinkicnp, tobasco chow-
ing hardsped-killer gunelingsrs wora shirts with a rote garden enbroldered on the.
Thera have even been those nrities who ohjected to Hollywood giving & happy endinrg
to MACBETH. So vou s2e salence floticn fane have nc more to ocomplain ebent than anyb 4y
elsa. You have to go to the meviea expeoting tripe rowriting and ssientific lncon-
sistanctas. Within the usual Bollywocd limitptions, Wof the ¥ vas a good plcture
and it even hed lsse of the ususl clichss than most piotures. Just consider ths
feat that it visimed to be baced on & story by H.G. WELLS ar just eacther prorotion
stunt. A8 an oripinel story, it stands up fairly well. And the mcting, color, and
photogrephy wers good. It very probably was the bezl solcnce fistidn Eollywooed has
yst turned out.

A3 for the religious polnts in it: whether the Christien rsligion is right
or not, the fast is that many people baliev: 1t le. Without giving notice Yo relli-
zion in times of such erisis would hava besn complstely ignoring ralitys. Whether
Christianity is right or not it is a good taing for most people. I don't keow if
the idea behind our raligion is trus (it sounds too much lika wishiful thioking to
me) and I think orthodox ritualistic worship is 2illy, tut I do think rellglon iz

a good thing for the masser. If that sounds like I consider myself above the masses.
it mounds right.



7 1'l'e the idme of & benevelen®t Supreme Being and Lifs Zternal, mut 1'd like so

PfoiatThn Pos welizving they exlast other then my liking 3% shat wayr.

Ty Sapks Qoesn’ t sscm 50 be completely leveling with you about the pro resmcticn
kp Te4ies colmmas. I'ma pro, too ( 3 shorts, 1 novelet, and an assignment for n s&
‘nlld 1@& T krow many Lros are glad that many promags don't run letters. Obwicisly,
; ri1log with letlers might be filled with one of their stories Fersonally. © cn

o recding end writing fen letters and have the nalve faith that a vood story mily
, &8 soite deoressing merkets and limited story space in a nagazlns* retaally  whee
no cound commercial remwon for pot running letters. It is & matter of personcl opsiu-
cnd taste cf the ,hltors Gold, Browne and Boucher frankly have littis use Ior the
= ceitr of fans. 1 LoOpe e tney don't object to my saying that, since Sthey've said .t
t.- selves weny times. Cbher editors who may like fans better are yuided hy the exe:
of - sgs lsaders, dub who knows that a GALAXY with a large letisr section would sell
well than the present cne? I really don't think the readers neasure the story
coutants of o magazine by quantity when buying the megazine. If so. it would seem tha
ths nags with 12 O or 128 pages would never sell any issues, what with the rumosr of
170 page megezines stiil around...€ or 8 yet. 1 wouldn't say e letter column would
cilr any ragazine any messurable number of readers, but 1 don't think it would lose i
sov. 1t just isn't an important fector, one vay or another, in the mass sale of =
@ ezine. However, it is inmportant to the minority of fxvdom and some pros, so I
G02'd see why they couldn't be included where the tastes of the editor comply.
FAGIRATICY runs both a letter section and a fenzins review and 1t is oane of Lisz
“sv megazines that heve maneged to stay moabhly and 160 pages. That does show some-
Lir. Mot thet this contributed very much to MADGE's conbinued good heslth, but that
it didn't detract {rom it, at least,
incidentally, Rich, the letter pages in AS and F are due solely to the need for =

s~page filler when they started using inside ads. Xo great pressure or change of
heerh.

This letter ran n great desl longer than I intended. Lovecralt starved bacauss e
croso leng krambling letters, you know.

Send ne s 7't Gozen more PSY's. I might subscribe. (Mot until I see if I cen
chicel some more, tho.)

{{You got nc beef ebout leCuin's column. Jim. I read shori articles
in ths editorial page every day in the newspapsr. These sre writt
en by "columrists".

But, if I changsd thse titla to PSICHOTIC, while edmittedly mo-
stfish, would neccesitate (neccessitate?) changing the whole depart -
mental slent of the magazine. I don't feel up to it. That is e
good neme, tho. 4

UReligion id the opium of the people.™ Da, = agrae. 1'u
inclined to be suspiclious of it bezasuse of the clear psyc:icler:
cal basis. If the avarage person didn't WEELD religion as o noa
cruteh, so to spesk, would there be any rel*glovs maanesua+ﬁch

Thanks for tha lettar, ond scoc ac_-u.;,

Lers lloch, Box 362, Weyauwege, \isconsin.

Py

Dear RE:

PEYCHOTIO #3 reached me with the vonderfus cover depictiag tne var &t tone i
soil: your artist has Lhe i€t of caricature uoww to & T. Letis sag...gsat on bine leltl
Lester dal hey: 1o tue ml&ume is L. Loregue de seup oeering fleto

, uayr Pratl's Dewrd: ;fau ie
lady in bacigrovad is bea wehsifey: led 00 fne rlgat i wliisva, ~olntiug bo wa 11lus
cton Lre o oUlbslls. Presedat Issuz secws to Re hoveinisa swd tuet's poodd: Le is du to

Tangbetd of 1iterite 288ayist-20muestators &50 fw 3 uomutainb TO Say ;A; sey it weli w o
nestiy L aote your aote spueaudd to my wetier, ‘eooauluyg iy Sumidd, 28 aget ¥ ]
gl uJSLu“cr, Cillueio,d CliaigeQ wnlg dawe Zivee '38, 1o Jssa 4. Ursuazil allisoets wrtl-

I, jaz * e =y o P LD o 3 o Y
ericsiba (PR !.)eﬂdf.l o wld'lise wOs ."..:.._.’...;.' J waitaly Lies ’-lO‘-..aa:L‘.J, Iyt -J.SU&TTEJ



dozer others...which way to the men!s roon?" If Lo gebs an auswer
L Quesvion pe may lnd a clue to the rirst. Fandom is & fast moving

to ths ssecn
d sav i1ts manifestations were ephemeral, but I'd fear a iypo.

thi

= W 2{‘

e
1

((¥oo...ephemeral manifestations are easy for me. 1t’s worde 1lik
necessitate thut throw me. I confuse easy with double lettered
words,

Of course, Mr. Bloch, you should know aboui Cummiugs- Greanell,
but I've sgen a picture of Grennsll, and he just don't lock thal CLD
Unless he started writing as a mers child.

Ubith, Bradley, the fellow who 4id the cover, wuadgn't at the Pail
¢on last year.... However , Le is glad to koow that his imsginaiy
characters are for real. As for me, I always did wani to know wast
%1lison looked like ., ))

w0s Peatrowsky, Box 634, Norfolk, Nebrasla.

boar Dick,
Iv's good to see the Bradley illo on the cover. So few artists ir fandom

:3a nectic day: Yost who try to do fanzine illustration are eitkber “scribblers®
~ge who Con‘t have the artistic 3alent aud trainipng in the first placs) or "sketch-
{thcge who have the talert and traimibg but simply won’t devote the proper amrmt
&8 ed to turn out a creditable ille). So Bradley's work is a more-than-~wel-

; ﬁﬁm sz, partieularly so wher it's appearing in ditto. I've slwa¥ys preflered s 4iv-
Lo 4. 2 aimeo for the maln reason that I think better azt work can be turned out on
3 0f apurse, I've alwavrs run into arzuments ip expouading this pat opimlon of
s 3o other faneds. WMost everyone seexms to have some sort of prejudice sgainst That
Fiorrihle purple print.”

1'm wonderring whether you typed tlLe Leather Couch before or after the rest of
the issue had bBeen typed., I don't know whether there actually were mors typo dugs
tuis 1zsus or if 1t was just that vour editorial about thsm had put me on the loolout.
but they seemed more abunéant. {¥y favorite of the issue was the one on the First
vﬁae 09 the FADDID CIELL---quote "thesexsame" unquote. ) I don't imnmgine typos would be
too Lard o make, tho, typing the masters with the ribbon in the "off" positicp. Iu
12 curre ¥ issue of MOTE I typed about half of the zins without the ribbon until I
diseoveved T was gotting hunch-backed from sitting with my nese next to the master
trying to see what I was typing. So I finally gave it up and typeé the regt of the
sespe with the ridbon. It doesn't give as sharp ap impression but it's casier ou the
eyed aud back.

Yoi've finally eleared up oune point for me...your age. I'd hz2ard that jou weze
in your tweniies, but didn't know how far. So far I've weathered 28 summers and at
leass twice that man y hard winters. ({Hak?)) Perhaps you, I, Gremnmell, and & feu
others could stayt an 014 Fen's Homs.

Oh, Serrow) You too cast aspersions upon tlhe humble hecto. I used & hecto for
the fi;st four (I believe) issues of MOTE and maneged to draw a number of compliments
or tae reproductica. Of course, on the othsr hand, I've seen some rorrible examples
of noetoing, too. Seems t0 me that the maln trouble i3 that most people fon't kmow
aow to operate the thing, and dop't stick with it long enough %o learn. 4 hecto ed-
mittedly has limitatiors but also has one point in its favor. It is slow and limited
te shorter ruas (I printed up Lo &5 copies with mine) bdut it 1s alsc adout the cheapesi
resroduetion method. Tho matter of price is probably whet atiracts most users in the
firat plece. They've heard somewhere that & heclo 1s the cheapest reproduction outfit
g0 they rush right out and buy ono without bothering to find out something about the
outfit Tirst. And ther they're disappointed, disgusted and disgruntled when they find
that 1t won't print hundreds of bright coples and that is reyuires a day or two wait-
inig period lLetween printings. And who geis the blame? The hecta, of ccurse. Ifvs
nesrd of nuuercas fans who, like you, had "sorrowful experiences®™ with a hecto. The
LT SR brmaks un or comes loose or domething else. T can't say that T've ever bad

$hess troubles with mine, and I learaed how to operate it from the instructions
idd, 9e T can't quite understand all the hecto blues. Then why did I switenr

M
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: ¢ vou s9i? Simply because the cirewiztion of my Zine outorew ihe heow,
limits . ‘ing hecto 3311l works Tine. 1t saddens me to See laus wurn up Li21r nogss
at the process.
po I detect a $ypo in the last paragraph of The Second Session? That sentznes
“ied Willis 18 back with OWPSLA.T You meap HYPHIN? ({Mup. I meant Willis 13 in
eulntlon again with his column in OOPSLA. Iast time I sew it it was im q.1)
fs yewr zodd, 7, ..the rats are disclaiming Sevesth Fandom.. ". 3¢ irue. Two,
st T wnow of, have printed anncuncements of sueh intentions. It really seems a

it sil"w o me. About a year ago the blg fad seemed to be "1 den't 2o Jogo” and
row i%'e "I don't zo Seventh Fandom.™ And the one3 who are doipng all the discla'mirg
oW were anosg toose who vwers doing all the clalming only & short time ago Fovw a1l

't sakes is for someoue o announce that be's forming eighth fapdom and everycens will
qir jumping to get on the bandwagon. I'1ll bet Silverberg wislhes now vhat he'd never
written that article for QUANDRY.

i (A blast on the strumpets please, profeszor. Thack you. Ahem
B¢ 1t known that nenceforth, fersooth, begorre, notwithstanding etc
that I am now starting NINTH Fandom. A1l babeg-in-amms kiadly
Tire up on the Ieft.

dow's tiat for foresight? I know it must trounic =11
2itth, 2ixith, and sewenth fandomers to be so rudely vondared pasn:e
bot that's 1ife. 7.5, fellows.

Anyone making a falae move toward Ternth Fandom ig e oo
down gubversiva and will be publicly flogged aeg 8 dscurity-
I HAVE SPOKENT )

Don Wezare, 2444 Vallsy St., Berkeley 2, Californis

Diek,

FSYCHOTIC #8 arrived oun the day thet I was home from schocl, ard working or F0G
The pogiman threw it on the steps, and it danced around & bit until it decided to ac
lixe a mture fanzipe.. I went out Into the fog {there actually wus a fog that day)
picked it up. Retreated %o the warmth of the bouge and looksd in vain for a place to
sit dovm, Trper was on the ckalr, repro-machine was on the couch, dumsy ccpies spread
all over the floor, so 1 stood up over the beater and started to read.

Just thought of something. T heard about that article that you ran about Hirsnm
G. Brentwood--in the 2nd Session, natch--and I remermber that you s4id thet we had bee
hed.  Well, Mari Wolf bhas been really HAD. In the latest WADGY she mekes like she low
the cld guy persvoelly., Ah, Geis, you are the sly one. ({Heh, hel, keh.. )i

Likeé¢ the ecover on #8 espeelally. With it, you cease tc be £ fanzine and becoms
9 fanzine. Nov that there's mmeh difference in my way of thinking,_gaﬁ P looks move
like a agezine now. I cah't complain. FEape you keep vour druwing cn the haek, tho.

I wish T could get back the dovgh Y sent in to the NFFF. 7T zot 4he voper, envelop
€3 sticksrs and the wmag that they send out, tut I think that's about all I will =zet
Tue benefits don't secem to be around llke it says on the application form. iIvon a
quarier geat in to EIX Lrings & badge, membership card, spurs, pictvre of Hoy Rodgers
a i other stuff. Maybe the NFFF should send oul autographezd picturaes of Ellisecn.

{{After reading the Bloch communication re the cover on 48, are vou
Sure yon'd like 2 autographed victure of Zlliscn? The K3¥ doesn't
actually sz2em to exist for any dsfinite purpose. What, I wonder, ' =
it supposed to do?

Hmmm. I plan a de cover next issue, anowvhker cartoon-covex
by Rike for #11, and a fannish sori of thing Tor #12 by Bradlev
Yaybe by #16 I will get another straight cover to run. I kinds
like fannish type covers myself. lspeeially the humoro us ki o
To me the imitative pro cover is a bit affected. ‘fhere, T said i+
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Gty Box 3%, Bloominctom ., Lili

vheews, Richard:
ihis is in delighted response 0 the 8th PSTCIDTIC, just arrived .
Jsalightful is the proper term for the jourpal., And iust to vcast of my inbelli-
nez, let me say that I caught and recognized the devllish typo ir eCain's colunn
‘vhout any help from you; later, afiter reading your apologies, I went back and ckock-
. ¥ oke sure we were thinking of the same typo. I can usnally spot typos all br
woself. lfaybs thlas 1s becguse I'm a slow reader, or maybe it is beecause I follow
ecek linse across the page with a pencil and move my lips as I read.
iz favorite typo oeccurred in a Jollet, Illinois newspaper. 1 believe that Wall
Liebscher [wiho formerly lived there but now dwells in los imgeles) still has the pap-
it occurved in a front-page headline and had to do with factory work. severil
factory shiits were belug dropped as Y recall, but the typesetter nexlected to pui
laetter ¥ in shli¥ts, 'They tell me tihat ic Joliet that day, newspaner people scureizg
anout like mad buying up all copies of the paper on the sireets, while delighter cit'-
was hid vheir copies in the wall safe for posterity.
One roguest: when you finnaly decide on & reporter %o cover the coming co | Lor
for you, insist that he turn in an accurate report, and as complete & story as [o:i.f
ble. If you've followed the fan magazilnes for the last few years, you surely have
nosiced the wide diserepancies in the reports coming out of sach cocaventiom,, Friaclr,
it amazes me the way ten Tans can sit in a convention hall all day, lister anu cec
everybhing, 2and then write ten different verslons of what bappened. It his ewoas
come $6 the point whers the non-visitor must compare the ten versions and then [iiwss
as to what really nappened. Sad to state, fana (wost of them) would mever, pever rake
good on & newspaper, despite thelr love of publishing. They simply can't report vhat
happened with any degree of accuracy.

&' A
W K

{(Heavon Porbic a typo of such magnificent proportions in DSY.
I would hsve nmo recourse but to change the ramz of the zime from
P3YCHOTIC 1o A L4 SPACE.

You nave & ad bablt with tbat psncil and lip moving
business. I expect you got that way trying to read some of the
illegible fanzines the postmn leavas in your cars.))

Chartes Wells, 405 Zast 68ud Sireect, Sevannah, Ga.

Rear Richard:

You have a good wag here, boy. In Pact, it's ihe best appearing todey,
unless VEGA is still publishing (I baven't gobt any issues since the apnish myself--
have you?)--and 1% dién't/doesn't have you beat by far., I Porget abecut SRYHOOK, I see
--— of course, it'a a fapazine, but considered us & subzias it $oo bests you. ILeb us
say PSY is approximately the best mag on the market. I must contribuiz to i% szoon.

The best thing in thish is Verron's columm. Elljson's colurm 13 alaoc good, but
T mst take issue on one point -~ English's story THE LITTLE BOY Wi DIT PEHOPLE isn't
out of place in FIESDSPTA -- that's just the kiund of raterial I've alvays wanted, tho
I have never becn able Lo get i,

Other stuff good too. I sce you disagree with my likes and dislikes in mmtevisl,
wut do I care? 1'll continue to publish what pleases me, thank you. Im my opicion,
$hat's the best way to get to BiWFdom, altho that isn's exacetly my gesl with ta.

L can't figure what overyono who puhlishes buge annishes are a0 exhausted g G-
warés for, Joel Kydahl, for instance. I certainly did more work thap ne did ir the
sam ¢ time, but I bounced back right awey with GREY, tut he goes off in some cornmer and
disappears. Huwph. {I mean by more work that I published three megs during the same
two months -- QUANDRY, FIENDISH, and a fapazine. Sure, I didn?t heve to type all of 0,
but the sum total of the three iz still more than the sum total of hig annish The
FIMDTISH alone vas almost a8 time conseming at least in mimsography, corsidering my
color work.)



(1T think PSY is aning to contlnue to mgosera. Loagsis

st i3 ag good aa or bester than VEiA., I thirk Joel, Liks halk
earlicr counterpart, #lliscm, hau burned throuzh the voietils
and speebaculer top level of his fsauc. Now begins Wh B e
aiide into oblivien., It seems to be a cycle overy fmnn zocs
ghrough; like a ecardle im the farnisn night, Ceome candigs,
of eourse, are longer than others and brigbten the fannisa
landscape for a lengthy time,)})

Iyle Ksasler, 245076 ivene, Philadelphla 38, Peansylvanla.

ear wiehazrd:

Unfoubtedly your most interecsting feature is your letier gellimmm, It
zives the m agazine the sparkle and aliveness that mogt of bthe minea of todey ave
lacking. Aucther toing that 1 especially 1ike is the manner ir walch you pub °EY
tooether: pamely the original idea of not usinz a consents pags. Vast fancdsy
wertd pover think of putting out a fanzine without a conten’s page, ever 1Y fthe
1zsuc was thrss pases there's always a contonts page. Bui I like your way bebtar,
143 more Tun %o f1ip the pages and come upon a DieCain colwnn or & letter from
Dloch oy au arsicle by Viksnine titled "Splif Persopeilties I nsve Fuowr.v Tt
addg wore jjst to the mag 1f you know what I mesn {it's funny, but fow people do
trow what I mean; possibly beczuse my ldeas are go revolutlionsry, I SULP08e ),

Spoaking of Tiksning, I hear he has quit fandom bscause of the many remarks
labelsd agaings nime. I think the final blow was whon you didn't print bis labbar
ars@ering Noran Browne ad whepnever anycne sentioss scisnce filction Lo hiwm he v
medlately sereams ovws "DAMN THAT GEISI®

In issue 78 I enjoyed practically everything, but I'd like to offer a aLfs
enc3 of opirion or & remark in Harlan &llaon's columa., Ellison dsclores 5ot
“LALICE IM LOLUERIAND was as trite a place of wrlfing as ever nanagsc o bs ve~
jaeted Trom Gold's desk,”™ TFrowm the viewpolut of everyone that I lmew who nayg 9
i3, 1% promises to be thp story of the year. Just bacause Gold rajected ¥ dosa-
a2t meen it i3 a plece of trite. Remomber Gold also rejected THE TOTIRS, Dy wo»
way, az lenz as I'm on thoe subjeet, is it tue that Lllison nsver really 8014 &
story $0 the JAGGLIE OF FANTASY & SCIANCE FICTION? They say Boucher has denled
it. anmd $his after Ellison gave & long talk at the FPHIICON on how ne broke into
the proa. I {3's true something tells me illdson 1s going %o bs walbking arcund
mines a head.

A8 4 whole I like David Ynzlish's detoons, bui not an overabundance of asams
in one isauz. Try %c cubt down a little om them and above all den’t uske the mis-
take of using one as & cover a8 Peatrowaky did in the lust IYTE. Delcons ars ex-
celleont Tillers in the insids of a zine, but never us a cover.

{{I hardly tnink not using 2 contenis paga is originsl, bud
thanks anymay. There ars tlrce reusops why T ¢ou’ i s
contents mage; 1. thoy strlke me ag wmagled space, 2. affected,
and 3. bocause I'm lazy.

Alas, peor Viksnios.... He has goed rezaon to blawe ms
for his "reputation.” I sEnt back his innoevous first submig-
sion and asked for illustrated word pletures of the personali-
$i28 he was writing about; examplses.

PALICE IN GOUIRLGT was trite in rospect to the plot
atructure ané wananer of writing. The treatment Lhe unigus
gtory and bits—of-busiaess racsived was Lardly what amld be
celled fgocd writing.' The story was good in s2nite of the
hack work, not beeause of i,

How about it, Harlan, any word on Hhe subliecy of Lol
a-d Doucher and the astory?

Next issue will stagser you, Lyle; deSocon cn cover.))
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LG o ) DEEF is in the planning steges at Columbig. Steve Fisher will do @ne
e vhile Sem Ketzman is producer. Hopes are for 3-D and Techalocler. Shoou-
“i; commence atbout November of 1954.

TALESD PHK OCHON FLOOR is the title of another aud that is ebsolutely eli I know
cf ¢ Thapks Lo FPorry Ackerman for the tip, tho.

W LAED JUNGLE from Paramount by Georgs Pal is completed and should see release soon.
1o pot gbf, 1% has speciaml effect that a stfen might enjoy. Charletoa Hestor ste:

AAMTOM CAMNL is a tentative movie to star Bela lugosi.

COREATIRE PROM THE BLACK LAGOON is the new title for the BLACK IAGOCN meuntioned lasi
iws Thiz ic now conpleted.

T VOETEH O THE MOCN, in 3-D and sepia~tonse, stars Vistor Jory, ¥arle Windsor, erd
Seony Tufts, Al Ziombalist produces. This ie now completed,

E O LECTRUNIC MAN ig expected from Univerasal Intarnational in 1954.

T TO 9T MOOR has bsen cancellaed du- to a flood of stf comediss., Mertin and lewis
avre sxpeated te shoot one soon.

o 28 IN RUL MORGUE, Poe's fgmous piees, is shooting at Werners.

night very well prowe to be the stfilm of the century. Richard Cerlson is prepar-
irg 1t. Yore 1nfo lgter. Wateh for iti

JIp ' OUTER SFACE starring George Winslow acd Charles Coburn is started st Parcorast
Produsnions with ezpeoted release thru 20th Century Fox. Doubt if this is true atf.

L. UEST OF SPACE has started filming under Genrge Pal for Paramecunt with Joan Shawleo
znd Briec Flsming, Richard Conts will not bs in. Pal prefers to use players unknown to
filudom.

27T BEAST gtgrring Glen Ferd and Gloria Grahame is shooting at Coluabis. Ton't think
it's stf, but the title Is iptriguing.

YPACKE GIRL, starring Lill 8t. Cyr, wvms mentioped.
CoD HAGICIAYN, mentioned last time, has been complsted.

THE GHOST OF Q'LEARY, starring Barry Fitzgerald and Yvonne DeCerlo, is sBeoting in lon
zon for Allied Artists Assoclated, British Pictures. This is a color comedy.

BETHAY ip serial form is being re-releasad.
TRANSVESTITE s o Bela Lugosi pie that was schsduled, but znever showed.
Bl ATQAIC MONSTER is £till arother Lugosi pic that psver panned.

“PACE PIOVNEER wes schedwled for RKO.
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Tha zine of n editor im alweys dear to his heart. In most csses he puta forth his
supreme sffort into his magazine. Somstimes, bezause of Jaok of experisenca and
tnowledga of the type of repréduction he is using, thy typleal novics or neo-fened
Wditer wirds up with whet is cruelly termed, & "erudeine.” T spy "cruelly termed”,
szzube no matter how bad the astual zine is physically, it is the thought and work
put into it thst sounts, not so much what it looks like.

4 fap who puts out a fairly poor publication on his first few triss is usually blast-
od so much, that he will elther quit his publishing altogether or start writing beck
cursing lettsrs ip return. These are usually the bwo categories thet they fall into.

The main thing I wish 40 #trees ie constructive eriticism. An editor ipvariably puts
his all into his mag. Because he is 0 aggusinted with the problems of his dupii-
aat{EETnachine, his roproduﬁtiou 28y bs very poor. Because ko dosan't realize thet
no matter how dark ghe red ink may be, it will uct go on any pink paper. Bocause

he doces not firat try to go to many differont psople to zecurs slories, he inveriab-
ly winds up fililng “he mag himsself with his owa storiss under hslf a dozen pssudca-
yas, which in turn the experiensad fen will immsdiately spot and immediately start
blascing sway at the poor faned. All these ere typicel mistakes made hundreds and
hundreds of times by hundrads and hundreds of budding fansds.

The thing I wish would be abolished is the cruelty of other more expzrienced fenods
towards their neo-faned cousins. The only thing that segrogates the two is ¥the ex-
perienca gained by one over e period of time, as opposed te the poor neo-fenad who
knocws nothing of hew to put oub & zine.

Now. in summing up, &ll you fapneds who, as neo~fans were blastsd by other fens,
should, by sll meens, givs good, sincere, cenatnmictivo eriticisng =2nd try %o help
the other kids who try their best. Instead, as I have seon gnd heard )11 over the
.5+, thess faneds more experienc . in time and kncwledge, set down to Lheair Uype*
writer and blast gway mt those pcor, sincere, nve-faneds, only succeeding in dis-
couraging completely apd having them d-op out. This ig not the way it should bs
done! When an editor sita down to c-vment on soms new budding zine, or to mrite =
review column, he should try to help the nec-feaned to better hls meg, and to bescome
& vart of that wopderful field of good fanzine publishing. If yon fansds followed

ihis examplse, there would be nao "erudzinesi"
S ———— - — — AR ——
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"Is it thet our lpow= can never bs,
Carlotta?"

e
A
SEEaTTEasae:

anthropolegists end pecets have sreculetsd over

men's grepgtest invention mud discovery. Fire,
the whesl, electricity cteam, or mmuclesr {fu-
"OLUIE BY BILL REYBOLDS sion; a1l have fond champions.
My vote goea to the humble orenge box.

Not because it protmets a succulent frult, but

because it best shows ofl books &nd sif magezin-
es. Nobt only that, but orapge crptes can substitute for furniture for destituts
fen. And if the fan has sourted death to ealarge hiz collsction, the faithful
orage box can subatitute for a coffin.

Imagine a fap's 1ife- Hisz orib was an orange box. And nls education soon
began,... On the ends of thess ublguitous orates he found bezutifully illustrated
scanee from the Salton Sea, from them he lszarned whet indians loolk like, he saw
such enimals g8 & rhinbceroaz on Strength Valencies, he found pansiss on the Mari-
posa boxas., Why send the shild to school? There gre plenty of  words to belebor
at spelling. No need of toya:i juat break up the boxes into toy howuses or carvs
into figures. The Depression holds ne fear for this stf-brad child; the boxea can
be broken up to be apld as kindling to destitute neighbors. And you have wood
for your own hearth, too.

Above all, these humble crates shelter many stf collections. Paint '=6 vD
a2 bit and they wake darn nice bookcpses and cupboerds. £fnd bdst of sll, the fan
doesn’'t have to divert funds ©a mcqguire these gadgots.

So, & salute to the lowly orapge box....

LITE rmning down leoeal fandom doesn't sound sSo good to me. Any of those fat,
prasperous magazines arvouvse trepidation. Magazines like the FUST or the SATURDAY
cEVIZN have to satisfy two groups of people: their resedera and their advertisers.
And we roaders like to laugh at somone's foiblen or frown at the mechinations of
some evil .oer. The whipping boy has to be found; somone whn can't present any
effectiva opposltion. The traditional targets are the governmenlt and those who
dontit advertise on any huge seale. So we don't see anythirg about holding con-
panies controlling much of the transportation of our country. Certain oil and
autonmobile manufacturcrs invest heavily in meps like LIFS and 20ST. An examina-
tion of powsr interests in our Mational Forrests would be very enlightening.
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wwiling, Like ecomomy in federal spending, or on rite aized probloms like ar=lt. &
digebied roostera in sorme small town in the wild-west....like a sroup of $onp.
Somafilrs oditing very medlocre gtulf called "fanzines™ in southern Califoriia.

Yhat is, 1T any artiecls ou MNAPA oven appears in LIFE, Ths chances =ru Shal
‘L might be Too Tloeal’ or 'specialized' o entertain it's nice, pussive reiders.
aght be geed for a laugh, toough...those crazy fang. low about that big write-un
1o LIFL a few yearz ago? Did it bave thalt banal *bitter-sweet' chiding that 1L3f
hasa made loto an craect science?

W2tll see, Wlth luek, maybe we won't.

L L N N RN N

Toe exploitaticn of s%f by radleo and tv in vecent years is nothing new.
There's iust more of it., 1940 was 1 B,C.; Besfors Colleelinz in my cass. Iut thaw
didr't mean that T lacked atf entertalnment. Iesides merely reading the ginfd at
the tiny stors where I worked, 1 enioyed some fine prozrams op the alr,

LATITULE ZiR0 was a gigantic serial in weokly halfwhour installimonts  that
ranged from the selertific rsality of today...an atomic subrarine celled the Jmega.
%0 the funtasy of a zriffin attackiqg the srall erew. 1\ top writer produced the
show. areh Obler, I believe, but could be wrong.

Tre ztory is involved and vague after all itnese years. & couple of youns
fleierwer find this myaterious sub beachad on a desolate strand. Tuasy revive thse
two survivers, tre elderly Captuin (I'm almost tempted to call kim “emo; I ecanmfy
recall his name} and his nuge nenro servant, Simba. They join forcos to pilow the
Omera back to tie Captuin's underwater base ai longitude
1230 degraes 50 W., latitude zero; enyway, that?s pretty
cloga. . .1t vag near Australia. In the coursa of f{heir
adventures they fought the Cuptain's arch fos, a sorcer~

transcriptions as well a3 indroducing new talent. Con-
ideringz ths expense tihat weat into LaTITUOE LLRO, ra-
dio rdzht draw a good Hoopex from its many new¥ and
veunger listeners.
Radio had a super-scientist back ih '39 and

120, PETER QUILL, a genlus whose sense of jusi-
ice made up for nis hmnehbeck deformity, elways
nanaged to abord the achemes of hrilliant
cpvenents. One villain, a
phvaical axd mental gland
who liked cats, died be-
ceuso of his own experi-
ment. fHis only Impsdl-
ment was a defective
heart, 20 he forced iynill
to trangplant a gorilla
heart. Even Quill regrett-
od his opponent's death
aftey the operation; the
zorilla survived with the
weak heart. For a couple
of weeks, t.o writers toy-
ed with bne idea that the

Zorille showed the ecmotions ) ) 3 _ =
of nis former 'wster. ge I gsaid, 'Hab me. T saif-e—-

283 cn an island of anlisal<plants and oo her ahlp of E
dagd men. _w/*
«ith tv taking the 'siara' who sbould be retirea, E::z

radic fws a great opportunisy to revive ite many old f§:3i
{



wr dally or three times o week one statiom had a quarier nour e
L LG ISLabNB. It was as ouvgpokealy juvenlls as vhs JATL - oy
fumediataly followed it. The lost continent theme was user in %his ouw
a2 T can't romember, except that thie igland could rise to uie rurface of
! sceormpanisd by the elank of machinery and the wails of clesons!, h
ok ssekorad about a couple of kids attempting to 2seepe the lsland. Whet exzeto
1y hazponed I can't recall.

Tor o few woeks DUSK ROGURS appeared in half~hour bits. Defors as could
wotly zed under way in a fight with the "Black Planet™ he disappearced fiow enl
srea, L offten wonder how that story ended.

& 1ot of horrer, of course. TUE BIACK CAT was ome, I think, thai wreally
swred anyons wishing to yomain tuned il 11PN,

Somd timog I find 1t difficult to enjoy the eurrent crop of stf. Hvoen il
mags bers mo. I wonder why?

That rewinds me..., You convention=

¢ers ve 3ure to have your draft carda whan you

vigit San Franejseco. You'll hear about  the o
"Black Cat" and other colorful places when you b S b
ars 1n town...2%t least odd places, a joint for ey
aaees theo wey the ¢ity wetchss the "Black Cat.”
1%y gometinsg hord to tell a man from a womn
at shoge placed, and 1t's not because of the
dark. = e e s il

Bordna’s t=ick in BSY #3 isn't nsw, but w1 Orege- o'}
i%'3 geod %o make ua eat crow onco in a while. B ) -
{{edr note: Bill rafers to an article written TR /Y
by Franels Bowdne asbout Hiram G. Brentwood, "The § i
Forgesten an of Fantasy®. UNone of the readors A '
cuzughé oa that Erentwocd was g fietitloun pere e L -? ;
gon and that the stories agcribed o him in the ‘ iy
aarlior JEIRD TALSS navar wore prirted.)) It is
narmiess fun and h33d no licgeriaog ‘effocta except
e subsoncelious after thought (aad I'1l bet every-
ono antersainzd 1%) they you thought something was wrong. 7o: ussure yoursell that
vou wore et polite to meatlion it

.,
=,
.

Hare's & project for ths wore active *eriminal' elemeat ir Jandom: fiedi-
tious fanzines. Why not shuffle fan history about by amnowncing the ‘discovery' of
toe envliest farzine kuowa? IV wasn't lmown dsfore beesuse 1t wes 2 projsel of love
and diztridbuted among tlhe srall zroup of fans that produced 1%, It can be In a4
largs eity; fandom (et that early tima) wasn't awate 50 to2li as oo organizsd body.
Vst of the newa in this 'discovery! will concarm the prozines gnd wovias of {hal
deto Witk 2lub ueiivities of ovrious vintage Vo splee it z2ll.... Paper ead repeo-
duection gt show the ravages of time. Cheeck oa the uss of sieplesi prodably glus
¢ tape would bLe better.

fou den®t s7en have Lo 'discover® the thing. Tuat show it atoud the Coo |
dazzle the avarice of BNF'a. DRe an innoeent dupe who gave this histoeriesl decuman?
awzv, The Filtdown man haé & school of sceptins as seon a3 it was ‘*discovercd’, Li:
it ranaged to deceive many Anbhropologists. Maybe you can fool a 1ot of fen.
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WITHOUT LUCHK PREPARATION, ON AND ON AND ON.,.AND ON...AND...CH,..70...THE..,H3D.

mhis igssue of PSYCHOTIC is echock full of interesting things, but they ars of the type
only I know about. This issue has been a great trial to me, Much beartburning apdé
travail. Let me exrplain....

First of all, the typers, At present I am using an old and beaten up Tadarweod
to type this., Yesterday I used a newer and sroother Remlngton Holseleas. Pefors
that T used a Royal office typer. Within a week I expect to Ve usipg still another
typer with &4 14" carriage. This 1s how it happened:

Origirelly, I used my Remington Koiseless Portable for the first 9% issucs. 1
wmaan't too good, but it worked after a fashlon. It had a tendency to skip syacss,

T spotted the Rewington Standard Noiseless st my stepdad’s and talked him indo Lwid
ing me trade him go that I could use the standard. I thought it weuld be an imyrove-
rent 3 it wasa't. I anything, it was worae than the portable, Desparat=, & lad tle
gtaundard ecleaned by a typer co., weanwbile usipg the replacement Royal {1, la% ue
have while the Remington was getting a high price bath. The Bemington cave vnagi {0
beautiful shape, but 8till wouldn't type maaters worth a darn. {3ee Observaticn Ward !
GRIVLY DETERINED, I weat to the typer co. aud explained my needs It was agreed thel
a pew typer was needed. We looked at typers, and settled on & reconaitioned typer with
a 14" carriage that would be guaranteed to type & beautiful paster. Too. it wouid par-
mit typing the master in odd positions; lengthwise, slantwlso, ete, Ideal Tor 2y pur-
pose. They would bave it ready for me in a few days. So I walked out of tho store
with this typer to use until the other 1s ready. What I go through for you....

On a hwnch I went up to the aixtb floor bock dept, in M&F's where 1 work, a2nd backed

a salesliady into a cor.er. Ruthlesaly I questioned her about the next Icgo ook . 4
was merciless. At last she broke under the torture or a fanzine belng reac aioud.

She was a stout character, tho. Sae took PIY and VEGA with only a shudder, btut BEOOQ!
finally brought bher to the floor screaming for mercy. 1 extracted the Information 1
waltad, then threw her a mich read copy of NMAD. She rstired to the stociroom "4 Fead
1t. Poor thing, sbe licked my shoes when 1 gave it to ber, she was that gratelull.
The information I got was this: The next Pogo book to be issued will be titled PGS
STGPLOTHER COOSE and will be out in april. It will cost the uaual $1.00.

Pave nike did up & cover for the rear end this issue that I didb't plan on when 1 typaé
up the credits on the conteats rage..er. .editorial page. He mentoned the 1dea in a
letter and I liked it. He did up the master and sent 1t up. I ¢bhink the mesning of

it may eacape@fiw, but I think the tim-liuess of it is grzat. The things you can do
in a monthly....

And tois is where I right a wropg: In The Observation jard I tors Vorzimer limb Irom
1imb, and I mst say derived conslderable pleasure from it at thc tims. ‘lowever, ®hc
stronz words I used have been bothering me for at leaat a week, 90 I rmust racnet just
enough to clear my consciense. Lot me put 1% this way: the two magd reviswed, CRUD
and Ia!, were'all I seid of them, but I wsat too far in concemming all of southerp
Ccalifornia fandaw. There are other exceptions besidea FANTASTA, And just yesterasy
cume a new zire from Vorzimer, titled ABSTRACT, which 1s photo-offaet and whiel loo™s

1ike a coner after a few issnes of shake-~down crulse.

Caeaa. ..l zoofed. Just ran off lIszbelle sipwididiets poem and forgot Yo put iz a cro-
dit 1line. Jta truly ROTry. Avery issue Something MADPPEBN.evccvcaseniecorearncons
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Dasr ilr, Fresident:

Re yoar recent letter to me: I feel
thiet I am not subjoct to Selective Service on accomat of
gsore mysterious mutent strain in my make-up whish mukss
we differont and thotesossscoos
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SECTION &  SUPPIEMENT

From Dob Tucker: "Hore's soms news most everyons was expecting: Palmer hae just
killed SCIFNCE STORIES, and the word rats on UNIVERSE has been cul to 1§ per.
Sad, irdesd.™

And frow Lyle Kessler: "As an sdded note on the neg depression, PLANET hoe gone
Quatsrly and down %o 98 pge. and TWO COMPLETY SCIFNICE ADVENTURF STCRIES hes fold-
ed. TFrom whad I ewe mo the magazlnes may fold far faster than I predicted.

"7irgil Finley, who in oy opinion is an excellent artist, has lowersd hinse
to the point of drawing a comic strip for a lousy comic called Mystsry In Spaes.
The title of his strip is “The Mad Planst® and is 28 bad as it sounnds.

B3y Schaffer Jr., 122 N. Wise 8t., North Canton, Okio.

Daar Dick;

Jast seribbling in a few mad linee to inform you that your zine, PSY-
CHOTIC, i a rpal fine as wine periodical., Goes over well =ith the seda,

I ha¥a to dimarree with Gremnell - - letter columns 4o hapnen fo¢ Tossens

soms good pbints, narely, letters, in their faver - - certaialy not sll the lattevas
aprs hiwgesash. As Fllison would Bay - - there’s Gold 4n them thar biila. 1% jusl
takeg some searchin® to find $t. 1I'11 have to0 admit that some leiters are protiy
darn cole g8 charity (jive talk for dull), but out of every plle of trash ong c=n
vsnally find one traasurs. Just as in any orozine {or fanzine) tha reader generial-
Ly ren acrosé ona good 8%ory or two omt of the half-dozen or se contalansi theraln.
(Even VORTEX bad a couple half decent onee.) The reader also uwsually comwé z2ragy
an interesting letter or two out of tha accumulation that rakes wp for the time
«asted in reading the othsr nasty lettera. A ton of sarth, an ounce of gold. Trash
and trozsure’ A gellon of sap, a cup of syrup! Trash and treasure! £ huze pils
of weads, n small pile of vegetables. Trash and treasure. Twe hours spent reafing
a stf mag, ons reserberad story. Trash ani treasure. Yeayra apon years of rsaaing
stf, a seall furd of memorable storiss and a philosophy on life and the aniverce!
Trash and lreasara’

Great lossss, swall gaimn’ Lnrge amounte of reading, #==ll recelectidne!
Sows thare are who think only of irszsb and some thera are who Jorget the trash and
cherish the tressure. Some there are who bacoms lost in the trash, and some thers
aTe -ho Serk unly the treasure. Tes sir, there's much trash and fins treasurs in
roading the 84f mags. DLikewiss there's such trash and fime treasurs im reandinvg ths
letter columns. Don't forget that, you latter haters,

({Ubhbh, ...I think Grenmell will concede the point.})

4 frisnd of mine cs.e over lagt night, "nd after ~#e had watched o bit of TV, be
mentioned that PLAYBOY magazine {the mag whose firzt issue containsd the full=
page Marilym Monroe nude) 1s running a3 a serlal Ray Bradbury's FARRTNEEIT 451.

Pak, tek, Can you imagine the Sradimry prose check by jowl with pleturee of nsklud
young ¥omsn?






